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tions of non-violence" anything to do with it. The correspondent's
letter is the best justification for it. To me the Bardoli decision is
the logical outcome of the national pledge of limited non-violence.
I entirely endorse the opinion that swaraj is the nation's goal, not
non-violence. It is true that my goal is as much swaraj as non-
violence, because I hold swaraj for the masses to be unattainable
save through non-violence. But have I not repeatedly said in
these columns that I would have India become free even by
violence rather than that she should remain in bondage? In
slavery she is a helpless partner in the violence of the slave-holder.
It is however true that I could not take part in a violent attempt
at deliverance if only because I do not believe in the possibility
of success by violence. I cannot pull the trigger against my worst
enemy. If I succeed in convincing the world of the supremacy
of the law of non-violence and the futility of violence for the pro-
gress of mankind, the correspondent will find that India will have
automatically gained her end. But I freely confess my utter inabi-
lity to do so without first convincing India that she can be free
only by non-violent and truthful means and no other.
I must further confess that what Mr. Montagu or Lord
Reading would think of the decision did not concern me and there-
fore their threats do not perturb or affect me. Nor should they
affect any non-co-operator. He burnt his boats when he embarked
upon his mission. But this I know that, if India becomes non-
violent in intent, word and deed, even the hearts of Mr. Montagu
and Lord Reading will be changed. As it is, marvellous though our
progress has been in non-violent action, our hearts and our speech
have not become n on-violent. Mr. Montagu and Lord Read-
ing do not believe in the sincerity of our profession nor in the pos-
sibility of sincere workers succeeding in creating a truly non-vio-
lent atmosphere. What is therefore required is more and yet
more non-violence "in intent, word and deed".
As for the people, I have little doubt that they will survive the
purifying shock, I regard the present depression as a prelude to
steady progress. But should it prove otherwise, the truth of the
Bardoli decision cannot be denied. It stands independent of
public approval. God w, even though the whole world deny
Him. Truth stands, even if there be no public support. It is self-
sustained.
I should be sorry, indeed, if responsible Mussalmans will not
see the obvious corollaries of non-violence. In my opinion the
fight is as religious with Hindus as with Mussalmans. I agree
that ours is a spiritual jehad. But a jehad has, like all other